
ABOUT MICHAEL FINE MD 
 

Michael Fine, MD is currently Health Policy Advisor to Mayor James Diossa of Central Falls, Rhode 
Island and Senior Population Health and Clinical Services Officer at Blackstone Valley Health Care, 

Inc. He is facilitating a partnership between the City and Blackstone to create the Central Falls 
Neighborhood Health Station, the US first attempt to build a population based primary care and 

public health collaboration that serves the entire population of a place. 
 

Dr. Fine served in the Cabinet of Governor Lincoln Chafee as Director of the Rhode Island 
Department of Health (HEALTH) from February of 2011 until March of 2015, overseeing a broad 

range of public health programs and services, overseeing 450 public health professionals and 
managing a budget of $110 million a year. Dr. Fine’s career as both a family physician and manager 

in the field of healthcare has been devoted to healthcare reform and the care of under-served 
populations. Before his confirmation as Director of Health, Dr. Fine was the Medical Program 

Director at the Rhode Island Department of Corrections, overseeing a healthcare unit servicing nearly 
20,000 people a year, with a staff of over 85 physicians, psychiatrists, mental health workers, nurses, 

and other health professionals. 
 

He was a founder and Managing Director of HealthAccessRI, the nation’s first statewide 
organization making prepaid, reduced fee-for-service primary care available to people without 

employer-provided health insurance. Dr. Fine practiced for 16 years in urban Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island and rural Scituate, Rhode Island. He is the former Physician Operating Officer of Hillside 
Avenue Family and Community Medicine, the largest family practice in Rhode Island, and the 

former Physician-in-Chief of the Rhode Island and Miriam Hospitals’ Departments of Family and 
Community Medicine. He was co-chair of the Allied Advocacy Group for Integrated Primary Care. 

He convened and facilitated the Primary Care Leadership Council, a statewide organization that 
represented 75 percent of Rhode Island’s primary care physicians and practices. 

 
He currently serves on the Boards of Crossroads Rhode Island, the state’s largest service organization 
for the homeless, the Lown Institute, the George Wiley Center, and RICARES. Dr. Fine founded the 

Scituate Health Alliance, a community-based, population-focused non-profit organization, which 
made Scituate the first community in the United States to provide primary medical and dental care to 

all town residents. Dr. Fine is a past President of the Rhode Island Academy of Family Physicians 
and was an Open Society Institute/George Soros Fellow in Medicine as a Profession from 2000 to 

2002. He has served on a number of legislative committees for the Rhode Island General Assembly, 
has chaired the Primary Care Advisory Committee for the Rhode Island Department of Health, and 
sat on both the Urban Family Medicine Task Force of the American Academy of Family Physicians 

and the National Advisory Council to the National Health Services Corps. 
 


